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USA WATER POLO

2008-2009 National Team Player Agreement/Code of Conduct
National Team Player ___________________________________________
Team Level (Senior, Junior, Youth) ___________________________
USA Water Polo (USAWP) congratulates you on your association with the USAWP National Team.  Because of the many responsibilities which national team athletes incur as representatives of the United States and USAWP in national, international and Olympic competition, USAWP requires that you read carefully and sign the agreement as condition of your association with the national team.

I pledge to uphold the spirit of the USA Water Polo Player Agreement/Code of Conduct, which offers a guide to my conduct as a member of the national team program.  I acknowledge that I have a right to a hearing if my opportunity to compete is denied or if I am charged with a violation of this player agreement/code of conduct.

AGREEMENT:
I hereby acknowledge that for so long as I am a national team athlete, it will be my unconditional responsibility to:

1.
Act in a sportsmanlike manner consistent with the spirit of fair play and reasonable conduct;
2.
Act in a way that will bring respect and honor to my team, USAWP, and the USA;



3.
Remember that at all times I am an ambassador for my sport, and my country;

4.
Respect the property of others whether personal or public;

5.
Respect members of my team, other teams, spectators and officials, and engage in no form of verbal, physical or sexual harassment or abuse;

6.
Maintain a level of fitness and competitive readiness which will permit me to perform to the maximum of my ability when participating in any competition as a national team athlete;

7.
Refrain from conduct detracting from my ability or that of my teammates to attain peak performance;

8.
Not engage in criminal behavior;

9.
Refrain from the use of, or the providing of, alcohol or drugs in violation of local, state or national law of the United States while within the United States or a foreign country or in violation of these laws of the foreign country.  

10.
Not commit a doping violation as defined by the International Olympic Committee (IOC), 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), the United States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA), the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) or Federation International de Natacion (FINA) rules;
 

11.
Maintain a current membership as an athlete with United States Water Polo, Inc. and produce proof of such membership as requested to the national team leader;

12.
Have at all times a valid, current and usable passport for travel outside the United States and for identification as required at competitions in the United States, provide the national team leader with a copy of my passport and, as needed, additional passport style photos for use in visa applications or for completion of other forms;

13.
Comply with all training requirements established by the coach of the national team, including a) participating in all national team training camps for the full duration of those camps unless excused prior to the session by the head coach, b) adhering to training schedules and regimens provided, and c) participating in all required physiological testing;

14.
Be available to participate in national and international competitions and exhibitions when requested to do so by the national team staff unless excused prior to the competition by the head coach;

15.
Abide by the rules for water polo team members as established by the appropriate USAWP staff in written form and distributed in advance for each national team (National A, National Junior, and National Youth) (including by way of example, rules regarding curfew and required attendance at team meetings or functions).  Violations may result in, for example, suspension from one or more games in the competition, being sent home at the athlete’s expense, or suspension from the team, with the affected athlete afforded due process according to USOC and USAWP rules;

16.
Abide by the rules of conduct for particular events established by the IOC, USOC, USAS, 
Amateur Swimming Union of the Americas (ASUA), PASO, or FINA;

17.
Assume any and all additional cost resulting from my decision not to take advantage of (or to change) the transportation, room and board services provided while traveling with the national team;

18.
Dress in national team apparel provided by USAWP’s national team suppliers and sponsors, as required, including warm-ups, competitive and travel apparel, and will not wear apparel manufactured by or displaying the logo of a competitor of USAWP’s national suppliers and sponsors when participating in USAWP-sponsored clinics, official appearances, or participating in national team competition or exhibitions, except for personal competitive gear; 
19.
On trips, whether they are domestic or international, bring all equipment issued or are requested to bring; for competitions, bring my cap(s), swimsuit, warm-ups, towel and carry bag to the venue;

20.
Participate in promotional events and media interviews arranged to publicize the national team and/or the competitions in which the national team will participate unless excused by the head coach, National Teams Manager or Chief Executive Officer (USAWP will consider your time commitments, previous obligations and specific training requirements when scheduling such events);

21.
Agree to be filmed and photographed by the official photographer(s) and network(s) of USA Water Polo (USAWP) under conditions authorized by USAWP and give event organizers and USAWP the right to use my name, picture, likeness and biographical information before, during and after the period of my participation in these activities to promote the success of the team on 
which I compete; in no event may USAWP or the event organizers use or authorize use of my name, likeness, voice and biographical information for the purpose of trade, including any use in a manner that would imply endorsement of any company, product or service, without my written permission;

22.
Give consent, or provide parental consent if a minor, to emergency medical treatment as required for injuries incurred during training or competition;

23.
Acknowledge the risk of catastrophic injury, paralysis, and even death as well as other damages and losses associated with participation in water polo.  I further agree that United States Water Polo, Inc., and its sponsors, suppliers, employees, agents, athletes, coaches, team leaders, officers, and directors shall not be liable for any loss or damage occurring as a result of my participation inwater polo;

24.
Sign a USOC Athlete Designee Form for a USOC and/or USAWP grant.  Further I will only be entitled to said funding grant so long as I am a member of the USAWP national team;

I have read and accept this Code of Conduct/Player Agreement.  I agree to the rules, guidelines, jurisdiction and procedures stated in these documents as a condition of being selected to participate as a member of the Team.

Name (print): __________________________________________________
Signature:  ____________________________________________________
Date:  ________________________________________________________
If the player is younger than 18 years old, the player’s parent must complete and sign below:

Name (print): __________________________________________________
Signature:  ___________________________________________________
Date:  _______________________________________________________
For USAWP Agent/Name (print): ___________________________________
Title: _______________________________________________________
Signature:  _____________________________  Date:  ________________
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